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charge d'affaires, Dr. Herran, and arranged a treaty,
which gave the United States a strip of land six
miles wide across the isthmus, on a ninety-nine
year lease, for which it should pay ten million dol-
lars and, after a period of nine years for construc-
tion, a quarter of a million a year. This treaty.*
after months of debate in press and Congress, was
rejected by the Colombian Senate on August 12,
1903, though the people of Panama, nervously
anxious lest this opportunity to sit on the bank
of the world's great highway should slip into the
hands of their rivals of Nicaragua, had urged
earnestly the acceptance of the terms. The
majority of the Colombians probably expected to
grant the American requests in time but were de-
termined to force the last penny from the United
States. As Hay wrote: "The Isthmus is looked
upon as a financial cow to be milked for the benefit
of the country at large. This difficulty might be
overcome by diplomacy and money."

President Roosevelt at this point took the nego-'
tiations into his own hands. Knowing that the
price offered was more than just, he decided to
depend no longer on bartering. He ordered the
American minister to leave Colombia, and he pre-
pared a message to Congress proposing that the